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           Letter 1 

Dear Panther Family,       

I am glad to be able to welcome you back for another school year.  I believe this year can be better than 
ever.  We have Velarde’s very own Ms. Leslie Martsh, Mrs. Cathy Brown, Mr. Joe Gonzales and Yolanda 
Gasca returning, for what I know, will be a successful school year!  We are lucky to have Ms. Rosellen 
Sinaloa join us in the 3/4 grade combo class.  Welcome Ms. Sinaloa!  She will be an asset to our Panther 
Team!  We have the backbone of the school returning as well, Juan, James, Dolores and Ramona.  
Although our beloved Geri has left Velarde, Pam Trujillo, who is from the community, is joining us.  
Welcome Pam!  Our support staff, Mr. Leonard Quintana and Nurse Maria Cata will also be returning.  
We are still in search of a PE teacher and Grace Martinez and Janelle Bushnell resigned. 

As of 7/27/18, we only have 38 registered students returning to Velarde.  That enrollment must improve 
if we want Velarde to survive. 

I am glad to report that we were granted the 21st Century Learning Center award this year.  In a 
nutshell, it is an after school program that serves dinner to students, helps with homework, and does 
amazing enrichment activities.  Time is 3:15 to 5:15 and is absolutely free of charge! 

We have plans to improve test scores, but it is going to take everyone working hard.  Students giving 
their best and studying, Teachers teaching strategies, and Family supporting students and teachers! 

I’m honored to be returning to VES, as Head Teacher.  Thank you parents for showing me support.  
Thank you to my peers for making my job easier.   Thank you students who keep me loving my profession 
Without you all, I couldn’t do it.   

Let’s work together to make this the most amazing year at V.E.S., where teachers are Vested in 
Educating Students!  We have a new school vision: 

      Our Vision 

             Creating a school that is highly regarded for its  
              academic excellence and character of students. 

 
Happy 2018-2019 School Year! 

                       Dee Dee Valdez 
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